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Anniversary Concert at AK 
Village Hall on the 17th.  
Details are on page 38.

There will be a Mamma Mia 
sing-along film showing at 
St Sampson’s School on 
Saturday 24 October.  
Please see page 26 for how 
to get �ckets.

Cricklade Cinema are showing an Ian 
McKellen film at the Town Hall on Tuesday 
27th.  See page 32 and get your tickets from 
the Council office.

While we try to remember to check spam, 
we had an email lost last month.  If you are 
sending an item for publication, we always 
acknowledge receipt.  If you don’t receive 
that, ring 07743 274 977 to check.

The end of the month marks Halloween.  If 
you are celebrating in any way, please be 
careful of your safety and the privacy of 
others.
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In this issue

From the Editor
My thanks to Michelle Butler and the Camera 
Club for this month’s cover picture.  This 
sundial on the wall of St Mary’s RC Church 
harks back to an earlier age when dials like 
this were used to help parishioners work out 
the time of the next service.  

Of course, by 1822 clocks were in regular use 
but daylight saving wasn’t introduced until 
1916.  These days we have to put the clocks 
back an hour on the final Sunday of October 
… the 25th.  Do remember or you will be 
one hour ahead of yourself by the Monday! 

The Friends of St Mary’s are holding their 
annual Quiz Night on Friday 30 October at 
the Town Hall.  See page 23 for details.

On the 3rd the United Church will be hosting 
a performance of Angel Voices, a musical 
that will have been learnt and rehearsed all 
in one day.  Admission is free.  See page 27.

Ashton Keynes Choir are holding their 30th 

Magazine Contacts - see page 2
The deadline for the November 2026 issue is Thursday 1 Octoberr 2026
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COMMUNITY CONTACTS:  All 01793 unless stated or emergency. This section is intended 
to give quick access to emergency and community help phone numbers.  If you spot 
something missing, please let us know:  RickDixonChronicle@gmail.com or 07743 274 977
Cricklade Town Council  ....................   751394
Latton P/Council   ... clerk@latton-pc.gov.uk
MP (South Cotswolds)  .........   01285 300555

roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk
Wiltshire Councillor  ...........................   752501

Surgeries: last Fri of month, Cricklade Club
Wiltshire Council hub  ..........  0300 456 0100
Emergency Services  ..................................  999
   Non-Emergency: Police  .........101
   Non-Emergency: NHS  ..........  111
Doctors: Purton Surgery  ...............   770207
 Green Gables Surgery  ..   752633
 Cricklade (De Silva)  ........   750645

Boots Chemist (100 High St)  ..........   750226
Churches  .............................   see centre pages
Gas leak reporting  ..................   0800 111 999
Household Recycling Centre  ..........   778205
Library (113 High St)  ..........................   750694
Link Scheme transport  .......  07421 018 499
Open Door  ..............................  07599 987 851
Purton Vets  ............................................  771869
Samaritans  .................  FREE just tap: 116 123
Schools: ....................................................................
 St Sampson’s Primary  .................  750452
 Cricklade Manor Prep  ...............   750275
 Bradon Forest  ..............................   770570

Items for publication: to the Editor:  Rick Dixon, RickDixonChronicle@gmail.com, 
07743 274 977 or by post to 19 North Wall, Cricklade SN6 6DU.

Commercial Advertising: Helen Dixon, CrickladeAdverts@gmail.com, 07976 546 825 

Distribution Enquiries: Pam & Miles, p.mking@yahoo.com 07724 759151 or 
07595 617071

Website:     Cricklade.org

Roz Savage, MP for the South Cotswolds, is holding regular 
constituency surgeries to support residents with their concerns.  
Following parliamentary advice, these surgeries are now by 
appointment only.

Where possible, appointments will be held virtually.  However, Roz is 
also hosting less frequent in-person surgeries at various locations 
across the constituency to ensure accessibility for all residents.

To book an appointment, please email roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk
or call her office on 01285 300555.  If you have specific accessibility needs, please let the 
team know when booking.

To book your event at Cricklade Town Hall,please contact our Bookings 
Secretary, Mrs Nicola Fry on 07977 758 389 (before 9pm please) or via 
email at crickladetownhall@hotmail.com for further details, or Facebook 
for photos and other information: www.facebook.com/crickladetownhall
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Town Council Meetings
Monday 28 September Planning, Conservation & Transport 

Committee

Monday 5 October Full Town Council

Monday 12 October Premises & Finance Committee

Monday 26 October Planning, Conservation & Transport Committee

All meetings commence at 7pm, and are held in the Council Chambers, 113 High Street.  
Press and members of the public are welcome and have an opportunity to ask 
questions at the beginning of each meeting.

Remembrance Services
The Remembrance Sunday Parade on 8 November will muster at Waylands and march 
down the High Street to the War Memorial where the Act of Remembrance and a 
short service will take place.  The parade will then march back up the High Street to 
St Sampson’s Church via Bath Road.  Veterans are welcome to join the parade; please 
meet at Saxon’s Rest at 10.30am.  

On Wednesday 11 November 2026 at 11am there will be a short closure of the area 
around the War Memorial to enable the local schools to attend a brief service of 
remembrance.

The Council apologises for any inconvenience these events may cause residents, but 
at no time will emergency services be hindered.  The road closures on both days are to 
protect participants and residents alike.

Halloween and Bonfire Night
Please take care on both nights as there will be open flames and not all costumes are as 
fire retardant as they should be.  For those generous souls who give out treats, please 
ensure they are in date and properly wrapped, and above all enjoy your Halloween. 

Respect residents with doors that are not decorated or say they do not celebrate 
Halloween and respect people’s property.  If you are having fireworks at home be sure 
to have sand for your spent sparklers and ensure your pets are kept safely indoors.

Parking in Cricklade
Can we please remind everyone that the disabled parking spaces are provided for those 
with blue badges, which should be shown along with the clock to ensure that they are 
being used correctly.  We have had a steady stream of photographs of culprit cars taken 
by residents which, if persistent, will be reported to the police. 

If you have a vehicle in your street, which does not appear to move, please check 
whether it is taxed or MOT’d with the DVLA online service before reporting it to us, if 
you can.  It is not illegal to park a car on the road if it is taxed, MOT’d and insured, as long 
as there are no yellow lines or a solid white line and it does not obstruct a driveway.
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The Town Council and Tourist Information Point is open, except Bank Holidays:
Monday to Friday 10.00 - 16.00 hrs  (Closed 12.30 - 13.30 hrs)

Tel: 01793 751394    E-mail: admin@crickladetowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.crickladetowncouncil.gov.uk

                        Follow the Council @ www.facebook.com/CrickladeTownCouncil

Phone Box – Book Exchange
Last year the phone box was decommissioned as a working phone box and our 
grounds team have worked hard refurbishing to make it look as good as new.  Since 
then a community survey agreed that the phone box will now be a book exchange and 
we are very pleased to see what a success it has been!  We have been inundated with 
lots of fantastic book donations; thank you all to those who have donated and we hope 
people have been enjoying exchanging and reading a great variety of books.  

If you would like to donate a book and there is space available please do slot the book 
in.  If no space, then please bring the books to the Town Council where we will store 
them and alternate which books are displayed. 

Warm and Safe Wiltshire
If you’re worried about the cost of heating oil this winter, help may be available through 
the Government’s Crisis and Resilience Fund scheme.  Warm and Safe Wiltshire, a free 
service delivered by Centre for Sustainable Energy, is running a heating oil 
support scheme for eligible households.  

To find out more, visit voucherfund.co.uk/wilts-crf-oil
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Nick Dye, Councillor for Cricklade, Latton & Marston Meysey

Traffic

The number one issue that people raise with me is traffic, but it breaks 
down into a number of different problems:

• Too much traffic, especially HGVs, even where they’re not allowed to go

• Condition of the roads

• Speed of the traffic

The location of all the traffic problems is generally quite contained to 
the centre of Cricklade and the Street in Latton.

I’ve been pushing hard on all fronts and often getting strong pushback from the 
Council on all three fronts.

I believe so long as you’re pushing in the right direction and you’re clear about what 
your objectives are then it’s a matter of force or momentum.  My perspective is that if 
you’re not succeeding, try asking for help.  I’d like to ask if there are people who would 
like to lend a hand to grow a campaign that’s bigger than just me representing 
Cricklade or Latton, but actually the community itself lobbying.  If you think you might 
be interested, please get in touch with me and hopefully we can join forces in order to 
get our voice heard more effectively.

I’ve got some ideas and, with the talent we have here, I’m sure it’s just a matter of 
harnessing ideas and energy, rather than any grand master plan that I could come up with.

Food bank
Every now and again I pop into the Food Bank to see how they’re getting on and what 
help they might want.  Last time I popped in, the number of people in need of 
assistance has largely remained static, which exceeded my expectations.  The main 
problem they have is that they’ve seen a sharp decline in the amount of assistance they 
receive from the public.  If you can perhaps pop an extra bag of pasta in your basket, 
and drop it off either in Tesco’s, or one of our churches, then that would really help a 
local family that’s currently struggling.

Lastly, I must mention the apocalyptic scenes from Nepal, I can only commend the 
generosity of our communities, the county and the country for support and standing 
up to do the right thing, even when we’re not having an easy time of it ourselves.  Be it 
remembering Barbara, support for Ukrainian families or helping far off communities, 
I think we should all be proud of our common values.

As always, if you think I can help with anything or if you’d like to talk about 
volunteering, resilience planning or simply want to share your favourite local walk, 
please do get in touch and I’ll do my best.

My next surgery dates are 25 September and 30 October at The Club from 10-11.

nick.dye@wiltshire.gov.uk or 752501
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For the patients in Purton, Cricklade and surrounding communities

200 Club:  It’s that time of year when the annual renewal for the 
200 Club comes around.  The new year begins in September.  If 
you already pay by Standing Order your renewal will have automatically gone through.  
Thank you!  Please contact Mickie Hall (mickiehall2020@gmail.com) if you are unsure.

New members to the 200 Club are always very welcome.  It’s never too late to join!  It costs 
just £15 a year, paid by standing order.  Every month, we award two prizes – one of £100 
and another of £15.  All surplus goes toward buying equipment for the surgeries that the 
NHS does not supply.  Please enquire at either surgery reception if you wish to join. 

Our latest lucky winners, drawn by Healthcare Assistant Myra Hetherington are:
       First prize of £100 to Jacqui Lay (number 191)
       Second prize of £15 to Miriam Saunders (number 159)

Many congratulations!

Tabletop /Book donations:  Please hand in any good quality books 
and items for sale at the surgeries.  Again, funds raised through 
these donations provide all the ‘extras’ needed.  Thank you for your 
donations to both!

Harvest Tombola / Flu Clinic Saturday 3 October:  There will be 
the wonderful chance to win a prize (and donate to the Surgery 
fundraising) while attending the flu clinic on 3 October.  Sylvia will 
be running the Harvest Tombola from the driveway of her house opposite Purton 
Surgery.  Please drop in and support us!  If you have any unopened and in-date food 
items to donate to the tombola, you can drop them into either surgery receptions or 
directly to Sylvia.  Many thanks. 

Full details of those who are eligible for the flu vaccine can be found on the NHS website.

Autumn Information Evening:  Our lovely Dr Wallis will be leading an evening on 
Wednesday 21 October at 7.30pm.  Her topic is Women’s Health.  Tickets are free but 
limited to 40.  If you would like to join us, these tickets will be available from the 
receptions from Monday 28 September. 

Please bring the ticket with you on the evening.

A quick reminder
• Patients can view their blood test results on their NHS app. 
• Appointments for blood tests and nurse appointments for things such as injections, 

vaccinations, suture removal etc can be booked up to 6 weeks in advance. 
• Only GP appointments are available to book from Thursdays for the following week.
• Repeat prescription slips may still be requested from the pharmacy when collecting 

your prescriptions.  These may not automatically be given so please ask if you would 
rather continue to do this.  Alternatively, you can order your repeats online.  Again, 
full information is available on the NHS website.

Thank you.  As always, your support is much appreciated.
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Cricklade School of
Motoring (KEITH WALKER)

Established 1977 (over 2500 passes)
Dept. of Transport approved

Holder of MSA Diploma in Defensive Driving
M.I.A.M. M.ROSPA (class 1 Gold) Member of DIA

Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of ROSPA Diploma in Advanced Instruction

(Class 1 Gold)
Member of :-

Motor Schools Association of Great Britain
Theory Course and Pass Plus Registered

Learner, Advanced, Motorway and Refresher courses
www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

Tel 01793 709883
Mobile 07748557171

GARY CURTIS

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

STAIN SHIELD AND DEODORISING

FREE ESTIMATES

Also Patio and Driveway Cleaning

Local person with

Over 25 years experience

Telephone 01793 751061

24 Hour Answerphone

7 Waylands, Cricklade

Swindon. SN6 6BT

Neil Parker - Financial Adviser
01793 354443

Swindon Financial Planning Ltd
neil@swindonfinancialplanning.co.uk

A secure financial future depends on
putting the right plans in place now.

I help my clients do just that by providing
bespoke long-term financial solutions.

www.swindonmortgagesolutions.co.uk
or www.swindonfinancialplanning.co.uk

COMPUTER MAINTENANCE
AND REPAIRS

Graham Broughton
Ashton Keynes
01285 861540

broughtongj@gmail.com

� PC too slow and in need of attention?
� Buying a new PC and need to transfer your files?
� Troubleshooting & support at reasonable rates.
� Networks installed, operating systems

upgraded/reloaded, PC repairs and upgrades.
� Onsite and offsite work.
Same day service often available.

For friendly expert computer help, with over 30
years IT & PC experience, contact:

07834 970520
physiocare@hotmail.co.uk

Chartered Physiotherapist

� Sports Injuries
� Back & Neck Pain
� Post surgical Rehab

(Tailored Exercise Program)
� Massage

o Deep Tissue
o Full Body - Relaxation

� Manual Lymph Drainage
� Day time & Evening 

appointments available

Professional Brush and Vacuum Service
Cer�ficates issued

Cowls Supplied and Fi�ed
HETAS Stove installer

Fully insured
For Prompt Service Call Ali Swainston on:

07729 834 864
www.isischimneycare.co.uk

ISIS Chimney Care
Registered with HETAS

Accredited by:
www.theguildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk Looking forward to hearing from you
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dwplumbing.enquires@icloud.com

D W Plumbing
For All Your Plumbing Needs
Shower Room Installations
and Bathroom Suites

Dave Wya�
07872069918

Traditional Glazier &
Leaded Light Specialist

Misted or Broken units replaced

For all your Glazing needs

Mark Smith

07958 643899
msglazing08@gmail.com

M.S GLAZING

Kitchens Flooring
Cupboards Doors
Decking Stairs

Complete house renovations etc.

Christopher Jones
City & Guilds qualified

01793 881609 - 07920 030245
prestige.carpentry@yahoo.co.uk

PRESTIGE
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY

for a professional service

Cricklade Glass
Artisan glass art & lessons

Further info:
www.crickladeglass.com

Contact:
lesley@crickladeglass.com
Tel: 07710-902667

01793 771869 
Join our Pet Health Club for savings 

across your pet’s healthcare! 
Visit our website for more information: 

www.purtonvets.co.uk 

Ask us about home visits, or 
medication and food deliveries in 

Cricklade! 
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• Prices are from Swindon
• Include all airport dropoff 

fees
• £10 extra charges for airport 

pickup
• Includes 1 hour waiting time

Illustrative Prices from Swindon - One Way
Heathrow £120
Bristol £110
Gatwick £165
Luton £155

London City £195
Southampton £125
Stansted £185
Manchester £260

Open 6 DAYS 10am - 5pm, Sunday 10 - 4pm (closed Mondays)
Herbaceous plants, Climbers & Shrubs,

Fothergill Seed stockists, Peat, Compost and Grow Bags,
Bark Chippings, Calor Gas stockists.

Tel: 07946347233

CHELWORTH NURSERIES
Unit 6 Blakehill Business Park - Chelworth - Cricklade SN6 6HD

From Cricklade follow the B4040 at the Crossroads' follow•the sign for Chelworth Industrial Estate to the left
take the 1st turning right for the Nursery into Blakehill Business Park
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September is slipping by, the days are shorter and chillier and the shops are 
reminding us that Christmas is just around the corner!

September was a great month for Open Door with a techie coffee morning 
when anyone – Open Door members and Cricklade residents – in need of help 
or advice with their various electronic devices got it from experts.  A busy morning!

We enjoyed a pub lunch in Kemble, good food, good service and a nice bus run – we 
like an outing!  A cream tea with Pimm’s was a huge success, thank you, Chris, for all 
your baking.  The Monday Knitting Group excelled themselves by making 33 comfort 
cushions for Ridgeway and GWH Breast Cancer Support Group.  Well done, ladies.  
[See page 31.  Ed.]

October promises all the usual, enjoyable activities, plus one more pub lunch before the 
really cold weather sets in and another music and dancing morning and buffet lunch.

Open Door is for all ages over 18 years and for anyone who would like some friendship, 
fun or support. Just come along when we are open and find out more, or telephone for 
a chat and go from there. You will have a warm welcome and coffee ‘on the house’!

The Jenner Hall, Bath Road, Cricklade
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 10.00 - 3.30  Tel: 07599 987 851

MONDAY Mornings: Coffee, conversations and chat and there is also a 
knitting/crochet group

 Afternoons: Seated exercises followed by refreshments and social 
time

TUESDAY Mornings: Coffee, conversations and chat
 Afternoons: Mixed bag of quizzes, games, speakers and lighthearted 

discussions
THURSDAY Mornings: Coffee, conversations and chat
 Afternoons: Fun Bingo
We look forward to meeting you, remember – we are a Drop In Group, so you can drop 
in for a quick coffee or stay longer for activities.

A Thought for the Month:   Friendship improves happiness

Do you have management and organisational skills, and a little spare time 
on your hands?  We have vacancies for two new trustees to join us in 
running Cricklade Link Scheme.  The time commitment is four trustee 
meetings a year, plus the charity’s AGM.  There are also management tasks 
split between trustees which may take a further three or so days a year to complete.  
Please bring your skills to Cricklade Link as a trustee.  Contact us via our telephone 
number 07421 018 499 and discuss the role in more detail.

Cricklade Link Scheme is here to support the community.  If you need us, telephone us 
on 07421 018 499 and we will get back to you.  Please note the phone is manned 
between 8.30am and 5.30pm – please leave a clear message and if no one picks up and 
we will get back to you as soon as possible.  
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On the first ‘working’ Monday of the month, we will be available from 10am to 12 noon in 
the Leisure Centre café.  We try to help anyone with problems with computers, tablets, 
phones etc.  We are volunteers and there is no charge for any help we are able to give you.  

Even if you have no particular problems, you could always pop in for a coffee, a cake 
and just a general chat! Roger Heafield

“The weather we are living in today is the least extreme we will experience in our lifetimes.” 
By the time this goes to print, we will have had two showings of the People’s 
Emergency Briefing Film in Cricklade.  In the film, UK experts in the People’s Emergency 
Briefing Film unpack the implications for our food, health, security, nature, and 
economy.  Opening with the quote above, they explain the science behind it, 
highlighting the risks and the possibilities to adapt. 
In Cricklade there are a number of things we could do individually, and as a community, 
to meet these changes.  We can adapt our homes, our diets, and our gardens, for wetter 
winters and hotter, drier summers.  We can save money by acting sooner and acting 
together.  In the Cricklade Sustainability Group (CriSP), we believe we must create the 
energy, food, water and nature infrastructure needed for safe and healthy living.
CriSP has been formed to help find ways to adapt.  While each person must do what is 
right for them, acting together, we can have greater impact and greater savings.  A 
group of houses installing solar panels at the same time can lower their costs.  
Neighbours can create wildlife corridors across their adjoining gardens.  We can share 
tasty recipes for plant rich meals.  Grants and low-cost loans are becoming available to 
support the changes.
We don’t claim to have all the answers but seek to empower those who wish to do a 
little more.  We will be keeping track of grants, providing ideas, and gathering people 
for opportunities to create greater impact by acting together.  One idea for this month 
is to have a look at the Wiltshire Council ‘Switch Together’ scheme which uses the 
Council’s bulk buying position to provide lower cost, reliable, home energy solutions.  
This can be accessed from our initial website e-voice.org.uk/crisp on the 
Energy/Home‐efficiency page.
For more information, or to join us in our work, please contact William Lambert on 
07818 568 810 or at info@crispaction.org.

Notice of Annual General Meeting
We will be holding our AGM at the Town Hall (Main Hall) on Tuesday 10 November 
2026.  Doors open at 7pm with a 7.30pm start.  All are welcome.

Editor’s Note:  If you are contributing to the Magazine, please be aware that we will 
ALWAYS acknowledge receipt of articles.  We also try to search spam folders regularly. 
If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please ring me on 07743 274 977.  

Thank you.  Rick (Editor)
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Clinic in Down Ampney
Toe nail cutting & filing, treatment
of hard skin, corns and thickened
nails including the diabetic foot.

Call: 07966 573127
Nicky Spice MCFHP MAFHP

Fully insured and DBS checked.

*A.K. Electrical*
● Anything from Sockets moved

to a complete re-wire
● Friendly Service

Approved Electrician
Adam Kendall Tel: 07871 644930

Email: AKE@akelectrical.one

PC Doctor Dan

Home & Business Computing

115 High Street, Cricklade
Tel 01793 759192  Mob: 07890 377517

20 years IT experience @Intel Corporation

� Free pick-up and drop-off service 
� Purchasing advice, setup and installation
� Secure wireless and home networking
� Share files, photos, music and printers
� Virus and spyware detection and removal
� Training to meet your specific needs
� Hardware/software repairs and upgrades
� Improve PC performance and reliability
� Create backups to protect key information
� Consultancy and managed service options

www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk
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MW Decorating Services

For quotation call Mark 
on 07977 214715

Based in Fairford GL7 4DS

Experienced Residential Decorator

References can be found 
on Checkatrade

Come and 
visit us!

We are open 10-12 noon
every Saturday March until November.

Also 2pm-4pm every Wednesday
April until September

Managed and run by volunteers from Cricklade
Historical Society. Registered Charity No. 292887

CRICKLADE
MUSEUM

Professional foot care service
Treatments and Advice:

Gita Kanth    S.A.C Dip FHP
Registered Foot Health Prac��oner

Mobile: 07534508291
Clinic appointments available at

Cricklade Osteopaths,  12 High Street, SN6 6AP

� Rou�ne Nail trimming
� Ingrown, thickened or long nails
� Fungal nails
� Painful Corns

� Callus reduc�on
� Athletes Foot
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Home maintenance & repair work.  Small jobs, all skills
New home or flat set-up after move - a speciality

Carpentry - Shelves/cupboards - Furniture repairs/restoration
Minor: Bricklaying - Plastering - Tiling - Flooring - Plumbing

Pictures hung -Wall fittings installed - Kitchen appliances set up
Lighting set up - Painting & Decorating - Most broken things fixed

MOT, SERVICE & REPAIRS, TYRES,
EXHAUSTS, BATTERIES, AIR

CONDITIONING SERVICES
& MUCH MORE.

CALL JOE OR SARAH

07888664483 OR 01793 750012
EMAIL: chelworthgarage@gmail.com

Retail Motor
Industry

Federation

.

.

.

..
.

.

.
A.J. Williams Plumbing and Heating
Services include: Bathroom suites fitted,

Radiators changed/moved, Taps replaced,
Hot Water Cylinders renewed,

Showers installed,
Immersion Heaters replaced.

For a free estimate and a
reliable honest service

contact Andy on:
M 07866 730206
T 01793 752123

ajwplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Self Assessment, Tax, CGT, VAT, Accounts,
Bookkeeping for Companies, Partnerships,

Sole Traders and Charities!

Qualified Accountants with
30 yrs experience of dealing with HMRC.

Initial consultancy free.

Call us on 07769 823261 or 01793 752886
sk@khanadamson.com

Website: www.khanadamson.co.uk

Chelworth Ind. Estate, Cricklade, Swindon, SN6 6HE

CRICKLADE DENTAL PRACTICE

Family focused dental surgery offering the latest treatments 
including implants, Invisalign tooth alignment, 

cosmetic work and facial aesthetics.

104 High Street, Cricklade. Tel 01793 750388

reception@crickladedentist.co.uk - www.crickladedentist.co.uk

Beverley DeRenzy Channer
BDS (Hons), BVSc, MPhil
Julia Winstone BDS (Bristol)
Emma Burke BDS (Newcastle)
Flora Bartlett-Hooker BDS (Cardiff)
Harvey Campbell BDS, MFDS (Glasgow)

Hygienists:
Anne Bowman EDH
Jill Quigley EDH
Megan Winch EDH
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Whispers from the Walled Garden
Bloomers invite you to our annual

Christmas Wreath Workshops
10-inch wreath £22

Saturday 28 November     9.30am to 12 midday
Saturday 28 November     1pm to 3.30pm

Wednesday 2 December     9.30am to 12 midday
Saturday 5 December     9.30am to 12 midday

Christmas Table Decorations
£18

Saturday 5 December     1pm to 3.30pm

Wreath Kits   £20
Available for collection Saturday 5 December at 11am or 2pm

Book on line from 1 October using the link or QR code (right)

e-voice.org.uk/crickladebloomers

                 Email: crickladebloomers@gmail.com       Message: 07596 823 797

We welcome anyone with any type of memory changes to our café 
which always runs on the first Wednesday of each month.  Family and 
carers are also made very welcome, and we have great support and 
links with specialist services so we can signpost if needed. 

We enjoy light refreshments, home made cakes, a raffle, music, dancing and most 
importantly friendships.  We have a variety of visitors and entertainment planned for 
the autumn and winter months.

Our next Café is on Wednesday 7 October, if you would like to join us, come along to the 
Town Hall Annexe 10.30 – 12.30.  We have a super friendly group of members and 
volunteers, so a warm welcome awaits.  We greet everyone at the door and support 
them to find somewhere to sit and make introductions. 

For further information please contact Vona 07896 723 794.

…  At The Heart of Cricklade for over 350 years.

The Jenner Hall is a lovely 17th century Cotswold stone building, and is 
only a ‘stone’s throw’ away from St Sampson’s Church.

To book the Hall, please contact  jennerhall.bookings@gmail.com  or call on: 07823 324 821.
Richard Hickman, Chairman, Cricklade Jenner Hall Community Trust
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The Royal British Legion is looking for friendly volunteers to help with 
this year’s Poppy Appeal at Asda West Swindon.

The rota comprises various 3-hour slots available across the Poppy Appeal period 
22 October to 7 November (Saturday to Tuesday each week). The role involves manning 
our Poppy Appeal stand and collecting donations securely for the poppies and 
merchandise.  The merchandise will be pre-provided and no counting required as this 
will be done separately.

By giving up just three hours of your time, you will help raise vital funds to support 
veterans, service personnel, and their families. You do not need to be an RBL Member.

If you think you would like to help, please contact Nick Jeffrey on 07920 018 747.

I am pleased to report that the local branch of the Royal British Legion is thriving with a 
slight increase in the number of new members and I would like to thank all members 
for their support.  On the other hand, we are short of some committee positions, so if 
you think you might be interested, please get in touch.  None of these roles are 
particularly strenuous, but they play an important role in keeping the branch going.

Remembrance is fast approaching and is a busy time for the branch, and the Poppy 
Appeal volunteers.  We will be working closely with the Town Council and other bodies 
to make sure that everything runs smoothly.  

I look forward to another strong turn-out on 8 November, and also at St Sampson’s 
church and the Blakehill memorial cairns at Chelworth.  The town’s schoolchildren will 
also be joining us for a short service on Wednesday 11th.  Traditionally, we meet up on 
Sunday when the formalities are over for a carvery lunch at the White Hart hotel.  This is 
open to everyone, and all are welcome.  The cost is around £20.  Contact us on the email 
below if you are interested.

And remember – to be a member of the Legion, you don’t need to be a veteran, or still 
serving, just someone who understands the importance of Remembrance.

Thank you. Jonathan Hill (Branch Chair), 07583 313837, rblcricklade@gmail.com

At Cricklade Hotel & Spa, Common Hill SN6 6HA : 10.30am - noon
Join us for coffee, cake and chat on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.
There you will find plenty of level parking, good access and an accessible loo!  
Contact: parkinsonscafecricklade@gmail.com or call 07769 712 595.

The volunteers team looks forward to seeing you there!

 is above the Town Council Office at 113 High Street.  The 
entrance is through the gateway and there is a lift as well as stairs to the library level.  
Current opening hours are:  (Closed Bank Holidays)
Mon: 2–4pm
Tues: 10am–1pm

Wed: 2–4pm
Thurs: 2–7pm

Fri: 2–5pm
Sat 10am-1pm

Sun: Closed
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Bath Road
Vehicle Services Ltd

Units 2 & 3, 13 Bath Road, Cricklade SN6 6AT
Tel: 01793 752173

- M.O.T. TESTING CENTRE -
CLASS 4 - CARS AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES (3000kg)

- SERVICING & REPAIRS -
BRAKES - CLUTCHES - CAMBELTS

BATTERIES - EXHAUSTS

- TYRES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES -
PUNCTURE REPAIRS, TRACKING & BALANCING

*DIAGNOSTIC FAULT TRACING *
(MANUFACTURER TRAINED)

*AIR CONDITIONING RE-GAS
& LEAK DETECTION *

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK - MON-FRI 8AM - 5PM

VEHICLE TESTING 
STATION

VEHICLE TESTING 
STATION
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HOME
Your he l p a t

 
C A L L  O U R  F R I E N D L Y

T E A M
 0 1 2 8 5  3 3 9 0 5 0

W W W . T H E H E L P G R O U P . C O . U K  

O F F E R I N G  Q U A L I T Y  A S S I S T A N C E  I N  Y O U R  H O M E  W I T H  A
S E L E C T I O N  O F  S E R V I C E S  I N C L U D I N G :

L I V E - I N  C A R E R S  
 

H O U R L Y  C A R E ,   H O M E
H E L P  &  C O M P A N I O N S H I P

P R I V A T E  C H E F S  &  M E A L
P R E P A R A T I O N

H O U S E K E E P I N G  &
C L E A N I N G  S E R V I C E S

G A R D E N I N G  S E R V I C E S  

M O T H E R ' S  H E L P
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Tel: 07766 226624

Advertising Rates
Subject to space availability

E-mail enquires to 
CrickladeAdverts@gmail.com or 07976 546 825

Page Size Annually 6 months One off

1/12 £79.00 £68.00 £47.00

1/6 £116.00 £81.00 £56.00

1/4 £177.00 £116.00 £70.00

1/3 £208.00 £142.00 £81.00

1/2 £281.00 £182.00 £99.00

1 page £462.00 £284.00 n/a
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�  MICHAEL CHAPLIN
On behalf of the Alzheimer's Society, Elizabeth Chaplin and family would like to thank 
everyone who made a donation at Michael’s funeral.

Our annual All Souls Bereavement Service for Cricklade and Latton, remembering those 
we love and see no longer, will take place on Sunday 1 November in St Sampson’s 
Church starting at 6.30pm.  A quiet and reflective service, we will include the names of 
those associated with Cricklade and Latton who have died in the last year and whose 
services we have taken.  Anyone who would like to come is very welcome and families 
involved will receive a letter of invitation from our ministers.

We know that many people from the community like to come and remember family 
members who have died: everyone is welcome as we seek God’s comfort and hear the 
message of hope we have in Jesus.  

There will be a time during the service when you can light a candle as we remember 
those who have died.  If you are coming to the service and would like us to include the 
name of your loved one, please email or ring (leave a message) our administrator Jane 
Eyles at admin@upperthames.org.uk or phone 01793 979304 (please leave a message on 
the answerphone) with the name(s) to include.

For Ashton Keynes and Leigh there will be a similar service at 4pm on 1 November in 
Holy Cross Church, Ashton Keynes. 

In the Monthly Draw held on 28 August the lucky winners were :- 
1st Prize Malcom Brooks £33.00
2nd Prize Mave Ells £22.00
Jenner Hall Funds:  £55.00

To Join the Jenner Hall “Save It Club”, please contact Paul Marley Tel: 752851.

The Subscription for the “Save It Club” is only £12 per year.
Subscribers are encouraged to pay a year’s subscription of £12 by Standing Order.

Thank you again for your generosity for the April collection.  We raised £521 towards 
the Primary Health Care Scheme in southern Malawi.

Our donations help reduce preventable deaths, strengthen community resilience and 
also expand access to essential services to this area of the world.  So a big THANK YOU 
for helping make this possible.

I would like to “round up” the elephants on Sunday 4 October.  If you are able, please bring 
your elephant to St Sampson’s that day – if not I’ll arrange to pop round and collect it.

If you are interested in taking care of an elephant and therefore helping support this 
project please let me know. Paul Fray, 750740 
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Calcutt Street, Cricklade 
Minister:   Currently awaiting the appointment of a new minister.
As a United Reformed / Methodist Church, we are part of the URC North West Wiltshire 
Pastorate and the Upper Thames Methodist Circuit.   Please have a look at our website 
for all the current information regarding our services, dates, times and other events.   
crickladeunitedchurch.co.uk 

Sunday morning services during October - all at 10.30am

4 October Rachel Dowling 
11 October Worship Group
18 October HARVEST - Speaker Dr Roz Savage MP - followed by a Harvest lunch. 

There will be a collection of food for the local Foodbank at the service.
25 October David Hoar

Weekly Mass times 9.30am on Sundays    
 10.00am on Fridays

For notices please see the noticeboard on the railings of St Mary’s.  
Parish website  www.stthomasparishfairford.org.uk.  

Father Michael Robertson can be contacted on 01285 712586 
or by email:  michael.Robertson@cliftondiocese.com

The Friends of St Mary’s website with more details of the history of the church is at 
www.crickladestmary.org.uk

Bounce and Rhyme - a group for babies and toddlers plus their parents, grandparents 
and carers takes place every fortnight at the United Church Hall in Calcutt Street from 
1.45pm - 3pm usually on the first and third Tuesdays of the month.

Dates in October are - 6 October and 20 October

Do come along for nursery rhymes, story time, refreshments and a chat.  There is no 
charge we are delighted to welcome you.

Churches Together in Cricklade & Latton

All welcome to come along to the weekly Coffee Cafe each Friday at the Cricklade 
United Church Hall, Calcutt Street  from 10am to 11.30am.  Come along for a coffee and 
a chat.
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Cricklade St Sampson’s, Latton St John the Baptist, Ashton Keynes Holy Cross and 
the Leigh All Saints
Vicar:  Revd Canon Debbie Dewes - email: vicar@upperthames.org.uk   tel: 01793 752718
Associate Vicar:  Revd Shirley Danby - email: revdshirleyd@gmail.com   tel. 07980 548844
Parishes Administrator: Jane Eyles - email: admin@upperthames.org.uk   tel: 01793 979304

Churches Together in Cricklade & Latton

4 October Trinity 18
 8am Holy Communion at St Sampson’s
 10am Holy Communion at Holy Cross
 10am Morning Worship at St Sampson’s
  with music group and children’s activities in church
 10am Morning Worship at St John the Baptist, Latton
 6.30pm Evensong at St Sampson’s

11 October Trinity 19
 10am Upper Thames Worship Together Communion at St Sampson’s
 3.30pm Messy Church at Holy Cross

18 October Trinity 20
 8am Holy Communion followed by breakfast at St Sampson’s
 10am Holy Communion at St John the Baptist, Latton
 10am Around the Table Morning Worship at Holy Cross
 3.30pm A service of thanksgiving and farewell at St Sampson’s as Debbie retires

25 October Trinity 21
 8.30am Holy Communion BCP at Holy Cross
 10am Holy Communion at St Sampson’s
 10am Morning Worship at St John the Baptist, Latton

Thursday morning prayers in St Sampson’s:
8.30am for coffee & catch up, prayers from 8.45 and finish by 9.30am.

Everyone is welcome.
Zoom Monday morning prayers – contact David Tarr

Weddings
14 August Chloe Georgia Parrott & Ben Ronald Anthony Hopper at St John the Baptist, Latton
15 August Abbie May Ellison & Benjamin William James Pring at Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes

Interment of Ashes
2 August Beryl McKie at Leigh Old Chancel
22 August Roger and Valerie Threlfall  at Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes



Come along and have a 
Singalong Evening to MAMA MIA

Saturday 24 October at 7pm 
St Sampson’s School

Tickets £5 per person 
or £15 family ticket

Tickets from Sharon Smith 07881 842 651 or Helen Dixon 07976 546 825
In aid of the Church Roof Appeal

Page 26 The Chronicle

Creating a Community Space for the Future

Update on St Sampson’s Church Refurbishment
��We hope to have permission for the PV panels and batteries soon. This will help with 

the running costs of the new electric heating system.
��We still need to raise £80,000 in order to apply to two trusts for repairs to the North 

Transept and North Aisle roofs so now is a brilliant time to give to the project and 
help us achieve this target so we can move forwards.
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How to give: Cash or cheques (made payable to St Sampson’s PCC No. 2 Account) in the 
donations box in church or send to Adina Grace (Church Warden and Treasurer), 
24 North Wall, Cricklade, SN6 6DU.  For further details please contact Adina 
on 01793 380583 or email janda.grace447@outlook.com

Online donations can be made by scanning the QR code (right) or visiting 
donate.giveasyoulive.com. 

St Sampson’s Church 100 Club
The lucky winner of the August 2026 draw was Pauline Feasey who won £32.

St Sampson’s Church benefited by £32.

To join the 100 Club contact Sharon Smith: tel. 751375 
or email sharonjsmith54@hotmail.com

Christmas Tree Festival
A date for your diary!

Come along to the St Sampson’s Community Christmas Tree Festival from 
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 November, in aid of the ongoing refurbishment of 

St Sampson’s Church.  Our theme this year is Christmas Carols and Songs. 

Everyone is welcome – we look forward to seeing you there.

ANGEL VOICES
Saturday 3 October 2026 at Cricklade United Church

Doors open at 5.30pm

Come and hear Angel Voices at Cricklade United 
Church, Saturday 3 October.  This performance is 
led by Annie Routley from Christian Music 
Ministries, together with a team of accomplished 
musicians - violinist, flautist, pianist, oboist and 
guitarists.  The musical Angel Voices draws 
inspiration from the book of Revelation, exploring 
themes of divine love, redemption, and worship 
and is written by Roger Jones, who is a prominent 
figure in Christian music, having written 25 
musicals performed in churches and schools across 
the UK and internationally.  The style of music is 
lively and modern, with an appeal to all ages.   

Doors will open to the public at approximately 
5.30pm – please do come and enjoy the 
performance.  No entrance fee, but donations 
welcomed.
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You may have seen the wonderful new mural at the north end of Cricklade as you are 
approaching from Cirencester on the A419.  The artist, Sarah Harris writes:

“I was delighted to win the commission to paint a new wildlife and countryside themed 
mural on the large barn at North Meadow Livery just outside Cricklade, as it is such a local 
landmark being clearly visible from the A419 on the approach to Swindon.  I often drive 
along that stretch of road myself so I know the barn well. 

“I have been painting murals professionally as Murals By Sarah for six years now, but this is 
by far my largest project to date at 150 feet long, and reaching 20 feet into the air.

“There were a number of logistical difficulties along the way, including immovable 
obstacles, and a record breaking heat wave!  So it did take 19 days to complete, but now 
that it is finished, it seems very popular with both locals to the area, and passing motorists.

“I also had a steady stream of local visitors 
who came to visit me as I was working on 
the mural, which I really appreciated, it can 
be lonely work otherwise.  Some even 
brought home baked cake, which was 
delicious ”

Photo:  © Stuart Harrison Photography

Town Crier Eric Cripps came to give support

Photo: © Sarah Harris
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Trevett’s Conversions supply and fit: 
     POPTOPS from WestDubs/Skyline 
     FULL/KOMBI CONVERSIONS 
     WINDOW FITTING 
     DIESEL HEATERS 
     SIDE BARS & ROOF BARS 
     INSULATION & CARPET LINING 
     12V LEISURE BATTERY SYSTEM 
     240V HOOK UP 
     VANSHADES 
     RIB BEDS 
     ADBLUE IN STOCK 
 
Plus much more! For more information go to  
www.trevettsconversions.co.uk 
 
 
Trevett’s Conversions 
Unit 1, Blakehill Business Park, Chelworth Road,  
Cricklade, Wiltshire SN6 6JD 
T. 07769 354009 
E. trevettsconversions@outlook.com

Wolfrace  
alloys & tyres  
in stock for  

immediate fitting

C A M P E R VA N  
C O N V E R S I O N  
S P E C I A L I S T S

BASE VANS & CONVERTED 
CAMPERVANS FOR SALE  

-call us or visit the website for 
stock availability 

A LOCALLY BASED COMPANY FOR OVER 35 YEARS 
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Did you know that between ten and fifteen 
people a week are diagnosed with breast cancer 
at The Great Western Hospital?  The Ridgeway 
Breast Care Support Group, a local self-funded 
charity, supplies a comfort bag to be given to 
anyone with a diagnosis of breast cancer.  The 
women in the group know what this is like, 
having been through it themselves.  One key 
item in the bag is a very soft cushion.  Most people who have breast surgery have a 
lymph node removed from under their arm.  This means that as soon as your arm drops 
to your side, you are in pain.  The cushion makes all the difference – especially to sleep. 

I was approached by a friend and former colleague, Jo Garton, who asked if I knew of 
anyone in Cricklade who might be able to assist with knitting some comfort bags as 
keeping up with the demand is challenging.  I suggested Cricklade WI and the knitting 
group at Open Door and Jo, who is from the Breast Care Support Group, contacted 
them.  Between them they knitted seventy cushions in a couple of weeks!

Jo has said: ‘Sadly there has been a sharp increase in the number of diagnoses which 
has meant it has been difficult to keep up with demand.  I would like to thank all those 
in Cricklade who have worked so hard in recent weeks – especially Jan Aylward, of 
Open Door, and Amanda Heard secretary of Cricklade Women’s Institute who have 
co‐ordinated the knitting and stuffing.’

Both groups have offered to knit more cushions in the future, meaning those in a time 
of crisis will know someone is thinking of them at their most difficult moment and also 
that they can get a good night’s sleep. 

Ridgeway Breast Care Support Group  can be reached on:
www.ridgewaybreastcaresupportgroup.org.uk

Angela Jensen

Friday 2 October Quiz Night.  
Our annual fund raising Quiz Night will be held at the Town Hall.

Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start.  Ticket price £10 per person, which will include one 
free glass of wine/soft drink along with snacks/nibbles.  Teams of six players.  A pay bar 
with wine, beer & soft drinks will be available.

Tickets can be purchased from the Town Council Offices or via our website (www.
cricklademuseum.co.uk).

Wednesday 14 October Some new light on Cricklade’s Past.  Speaker – Mark Clarke.
Mark will speak about Cricklade in the mid 1800s, a time of great change.

All meetings are held at the Town Hall Annexe, doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start.  
Refreshments available from 7.15pm.

This will be our last talk for this year, however we have other talks planned for 2027
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Our Autumn Season continues on Tuesday 27 October at 8pm in 
the Town Hall.

The Christophers (15, 100mins)
Eccentric London painter Julian Sklar (Ian McKellen) faces fading 
fame as his scheming son and daughter hire struggling artist Lori 
Butler (Michaela Coel) to secretly finish his long-abandoned 
“Christophers” series.  But artist and forger develop an unlikely bond 
as they unravel the family’s plot.   (Contains: very strong language)

And still to come…
24 November: H is for Hawk (12A, 119 mins)
15 December: Power Ballad (15, 99 mins)

All films start at 8pm in the Town Hall.  

Tickets can be purchased in advance from The Town Council Offices at 113 High Street 
or on the door (subject to availability).  Price £5. 

More details about all the films being shown and information on Cricklade Cinema can 
be found on our website (www.crickladecinema.org.uk) so why not take a look?

Email us at: crickladecinema@gmail.com  Check us out at Facebook Cricklade Cinema

Purton Artists’ Annual Exhibition is on this year at Purton Village Hall on 30 and 31 
October and 1 November, from 10-4.30, with a launch evening on 30 October from 
6‐8pm when there will be music and refreshments.  The exhibition continues over the 
weekend with a wide variety of art styles, crafts and cards available to buy.  

A great opportunity to choose a gift or two for yourself or a loved one, just in time for 
Christmas!

Are you interested in photography, or do you just want to take better 
photographs?  If so, why not come along to Cricklade Camera Club?  
Visitors and new members will receive a warm welcome – you don't 
even need a camera.  Everyone is welcome.  Come and try us out, your first evening is 
FREE.  To help you improve your photography you will have the option to work with a 
mentor on a one-to-one basis.  To see all our activities take a look at the programme 
page of our website: crickladecameraclub.org/program

On Tuesday 6 October at 7.30pm in the Town Hall Annexe, Suzie Kirkby is coming to 
give her talk “Out and About,” a mixture of images and some audio visuals.

On Tuesday 20 October at 7.30pm in the Town Hall Committee room is a workshop 
entitled “Camera to Print”.  Everything you need to know to create high quality prints of 
your images.
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Saturday 31  October st

 Halloween Murder Mystery Dinner

Tickets: £55 per person 

Live locally? Guests with a SN6 Postcode can enjoy
10% off the ticket price*

Includes: 
Spooky cocktail on arrival 

3 Course Dinner including tea/coffee after the
meal 

Murder Mystery entertainment 

Adults only event 
*Discount available until Friday 16  October 2026,

after which the full ticket price will be charged

th

Contact: events@crickladehotel.co.uk
01793751750

Quote: CCMurderMystery26 to book
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* Washing Machines
* Tumble Dryers
* Cookers
* Most other domestic appliances

DOMESTIC SERVICECARE
Quality repair and servicing of:-

Professionally trained engineer
with over 25 years experience
Usually same day service, NO VAT

Contact Bill Chance
(01793) 611011 Mob:07774813206

The Wiltshire Decorating Co
Interior & Exterior Painting

High Quality Finishes • Attention to Detail
Cricklade & Surrounding Areas

Call or WhatsApp 07364 209765

The Wiltshire Decorating Co
Interior & Exterior Painting

High Quality Finishes • Attention to Detail
Cricklade & Surrounding Areas

Call or WhatsApp 07364 209765

Local electric bike 
sales and service

E-bike 
specialists 
since 2009

SALES
REPAIR
SERVICE
ADVICE

Sales & Workshop
373 Cricklade Road, 
Swindon  SN2 1AQ
01793 251200
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Serving the community since 1916

National Association of 
Funeral Directors

Society of Allied and 
Independent 

Funeral Directors

Regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority

BLACKWELLS
OF CRICKLADE

& SWINDON
Est 1916

INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORSFUNERAL DIRECTORS

OUR FAMILY WILL CARE FOR YOUR FAMILY 
T: 01793 611060

For a free guide on how to cope with a bereavement and 
meet our team please contact us via our website: 

www.blackwellsofswindon.com

Russell Osman 
Funeral Director

Tinikka Mason 
Funeral Arranger
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As I write this in late August we have just had a deluge of rain.  My rain 
dance worked at last!  What a summer … it was the sun we always 
hoped for;  well rather too much.  I hope by the time you read this the 
gardens are beginning to recover.

We had a very sunny time too, at Cricklade WI.  July saw a very happy evening run by 
“one of our own” designing and painting greetings cards for ourselves.  August saw a 
fascinating talk by Gillian Cane about the Mitford Sisters, an amazing group of ladies, 
my favourite was Debo who in her twilight years sold copies of her books in the pub 
she owned.  If you can’t catch Gillian’s talk anywhere, she lives near Witney, do read their 
life stories.  September saw a tasty talk from Wiltshire Farm Foods.

Coming up we have a talk on Arts And Crafts Stained Glass in Cotswold Churches, 
plenty of examples of those, should be interesting.  November sees a Christmas themed 
Craft Evening.  So do pop along to the Town Hall Annexe on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 7.15 for a 7.30 start.  We ask for £5 from guests which includes the talk and 
refreshments (always delicious homemade cake).

Upcoming dates in October:

Coffee & chat at the White Hart  Tuesday 6 October at 11am  - Everyone welcome

Craft Session 14 October at 2pm in the White Hart 

15 October:  Arts and Crafts Stained Glass in Cotswold Churches 7.15 for 7.30 in the 
Town Hall Annexe

If you are interested in finding out more please speak to one of our members or contact 
Amanda Heard, crickladesecretary@wiltshirewi.org.uk tel: 07748 525 861.

We are looking forward to our forthcoming group meetings when the 
following talks will take place.

1 Oct  Chris Scott:  The Jacobite Rebellions

15 Oct  John Clark:  The Engineering of the Pyramids

29 Oct  Gillian White:  John Churchill – 1st Duke of Marlborough

Meetings normally take place fortnightly on a Thursday meeting at 10.00 am for a 10.20 
start at the White Hart Hotel in Cricklade.  Ours is a friendly group who enjoy keeping our 
minds active and socialising over a drink in the bar after the meetings. We are actively 
seeking to expand our numbers and look forward to welcoming new members to the Club.

For further information about our local club please contact the Honorary Secretary, 
Martin Chambers on 01793 751223.  If you contact Martin and advise you would like to 
attend, which is free for the first few visits, you will be allocated a dedicated host who 
will introduce you to our members.  Or just turn up on the day for a warm welcome. 

For further details about Cricklade and District Probus Club and our scheduled talks for 
the year visit our new website at probus.org.uk/cricklade
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Do you love singing?  Would you like to try a new hobby?  Singing 
and being part of a group has many health benefits. 

Come and join our friendly, sociable choir.  You can be sure of a warm welcome.  You 
don’t have to be able to read music and there are no auditions.  Come and try us out. 

lease see our website for further details: singfourfour.org.uk

� Music at the Abbey, 10 October, at Malmesbury Abbey
Includes classics from Goff Richards, The Beatles, Leonard Cohen, Neil Diamond and 
Boston, with a Last Night of the Proms finale.  Also featuring Cantanti, a mixed voice 
choir based in Royal Wootton Bassett.  Raising money for the Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust 
and the Wiltshire Concert Band.
Tickets £35, including drinks and canapés, from wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk/future-events

� Swindon Recital Series:  
Wednesday 28 October at 1.05pm at the Wyvern Theatre, Swindon SN1 1QN.  
Swindon’s own South Asian Performing Arts Centre (SAPAC) will introduce us to Kathak, 
a dance form that involves intricate footwork, precise rhythmic patterns and ankle bells.
Standard tickets £9.50; student (aged 15-18) £3.50; accompanied children aged 14 and 
under are admitted free.  Box Office: 0343 310 0040.

Saturday 31 October at 7.30pm at Christ Church, Swindon SN1 3HG.  To celebrate 
Halloween, organist David Bednall will be improvising the accompaniment to the 
landmark silent horror film, Phantom of the Opera, from 1925, starring Lon Chaney.  
A ‘must see’ (if you dare…)
Standard tickets £18, Seniors £15, students (aged 15-18) £3.50 and accompanied 
children aged 14 and under admitted free.  Tickets on the door (cash, card or cheques)

Ashton Keynes Village Choir is 30 years young this year.

To celebrate, there will be a special “Now 30” concert in the 
Village Hall on 17 October featuring some of the choir’s 
greatest hits.

Music will include numbers from Phantom of the Opera, The 
Sound of Music, LaLaLand, Joseph, Les Mis, Karl Jenkins’ 
Agnus Dei, Rhythm of Life, Cross the Wide Missouri, Cantar 
and Panis Angelicus. 

Plus we’ll have a special contribution from popular local male 
voice group, After Eight.

Bar opens at 7pm and the concert begins at 7.30.  Tickets are 
£10 from the village shop or from Georgie Paris at 65 High 
Street, Cricklade.

Be there for a great and historic night out!
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Meetings are on the second Tuesday of the month in the Town Hall 
Annexe.  Tea and cakes are served from 7pm.  Speaker starts at 7.30.

The next meeting is on Tuesday 13 October when our speaker is Derry 
Watkins.  Her talk is entitled  Low Maintenance, Drought Tolerant Plants

After our visit to Derry’s lovely garden and nursery in July on a very hot, sunny day, we 
are delighted that she will now give us ideas on how and what to plant so our gardens 
can flourish like hers in our new, challenging  climate. 

For information about the club, upcoming events and trips please look at our excellent 
website www.crickladegardenclub.org.uk

Membership is £25 p.a.  We are affiliated to the Gloucestershire Federation of Gardening 
Societies (www.gfgs.org.uk)

Visitors welcome at £5 a session - come and give us a try
Queries to Christine 07527 397 021, Bizzie 07876 347 973 or Janet 07765 276 534

We look forward to seeing you!

Wiltshire Sight have a local centre on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at Cricklade Library 
between 10.15am and 12.30pm.

By appointment only.  Please call 01380 723682 or e-mail info@wiltshiresight.org 

Get information, advice and practical help from a sight loss advisor.
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For All Your Property Needs
 

No Job Too Small
 

Reliable, professional property renovation specialists
delivering high‑quality work at affordable prices.

 
Our Services Include:

 
Plastering, Painting & Decorating
Kitchens & Bathrooms
From DIY Jobs to Complete Renovations

✔ Friendly & trustworthy service 
✔ Quality workmanship 

✔ Free, honest, no‑obligation estimates
 

Get in Touch Today

Contact TSG 
📞 07710 802787 

✉ tony@tsg-services.co.uk
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Worcester Bosch & Vaillant
boilers accredited installer.

Boiler servicing & breakdowns
Boiler replacement & upgrades

Radiator replacement
& upgrades.

Landlords Gas safety
certificates & inspections.

All aspects of Gas heating &
hot water systems.

Tel: 01285 650802
Mobile: 07802 753874
E- Mail:
lydiardheating@aol.com

Gas safe no. 130205

Lydiard Heating Ltd

Acorn Community Bank 
(formerly known as Cricklade Credit Union)

Operates from the Town Council Offices
every Thursday: 10.30am-11.30am

Local savings and loans
Pop in to find out more

www.acorncommunitybank.co.uk

www.tmbsupport.com 07940 968819
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Typical symptom of Macular Degeneration Same view using a specialist lens

VISIONVISITFREE
DEMONSTRATION

in your home

CALL FOR

Local firm established for 16 years doing home visits, we
can visit daytime evening or weekend. We write Wills -
charges start from £135, we also produce and register
Lasting Powers of Attorney. Member of the Institute of
Professional Will Writers. Contact on 01793 840174

Church Bush Hall, Purton Stoke 
Tel: 01793 771539

Horticultural training for adults 
with learning disabilities

OPEN MON - THUR - 9 - 4pm FRI - 9 - 3pm
Registered Charity No. 275608

Jubilee Gardens Project

Worried about your child’s
attainment in MATHS at

secondary school?
NEED HELP?

I can offer expert 1:1 tuition at homeor over zoom.
I am a mum of 3 grown up children, fun, dynamic,

motivational and patient Maths teacher.
Contact Maria onmwalker62@btinternet.com or call on

07590 761040 to arrange an appointment
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At this time of the year many birds fly here from Scandinavia, taking 
refuge from the bitter Nordic winters.  Most of these are familiar to us, 
also being British residents, but two notable species, fieldfares and 
redwings, are solely winter visitors very rarely sighted in other seasons.

Field fare is a Saxon name, meaning ‘wanderer in the field’ and 
this is a good tip because you are most likely to see them in 
small, chattering flocks searching for food in open country.  
Identify them by their brown back, medium long black tail 
and pale undersides that appear white in flight.  Incidentally, 

they love apples.

Redwings are smaller birds, often 
joining flocks of mixed species.  
Recognise them by their white eye 
stripes, red-brown underwings 
and their heavily barred, rather than spotted, chest 
markings.  To do justice to these little birds, their song is very 
beautiful though not often heard until the very last of winter 

when they are preparing for their return flights.  It has a poetic name, “The Latvian 
Lovesong”.

Our next work party will take place on Saturday 17 October. 
All welcome, meet at 10am by Dance Court.

Fieldfare

Redwing

Our pistes are at Cricklade Hotel and Spa, SN6 6HA
By the time you read this our summer season will be drawing to a close 
with the last of our Cotswold league matches being played and the 
final games of our club competition taking place, not to mention the 
singles ladder that Pete has been running.

We enjoyed an excellent 3-ender competition organised by Sue with some 30 people 
taking part.  Congratulations to Bev and Doug who were the winners, to Gerry and 
Nigel in second place, and Alan and Lawrence in third.

Unlike many sports pétanque is played all the year round so we continue to look 
forward to our monthly socials, our coaching sessions and games.  The only change is 
by the end of October we will not be playing on Tuesday evenings.
Our playing days are:  Mon  2 - 4.30pm     Tue  7 - 9.30pm (to end October)   
 Wed  2 - 4.30pm     Sat  10am - 12.30pm

Coaching Sessions are:  Wed   10 - 11.30am (ladies)     Fri  10 - 11.30am (mixed)
Fri (except last Fri of the month) 2-3pm (shoo�ng)

Please arrive 10 minutes before start to avoid delays in play!
www.crickladepetanqueclub.co.uk   Facebook  Cricklade Petanque Club

email:  info@crickladepetanqueclub.co.uk
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The Club is most grateful to the Red Lion for allowing us to operate the 
Meat Raffle in August and September, and to benefit from the profits.  This 
represents a wonderful charitable resource for the town and we thank 
Darren, Charlotte, family and staff for the opportunity.

We will have finished our 2026 season by the time you read this, although the “End of 
Term” Captain v Chairman team match might still be yet to run as it’s on 26 September.  
We thank all our members for their commitment to keeping the club running, whether 
cutting grass, painting woodwork, organising funding, spending that funding, 
organising and manning the bar, chivvying team sign-ups, etc …  This is teamwork at 
it’s best.

It has however been a good season all round and three of our teams have received 
league promotions; the most we’ve ever had.  Well done all.

It’s now our close season and we pass over the major use of our clubhouse facilities to 
the skittles league teams.  We wish them luck over the autumn and winter until we 
resume with our 2027 season in April.  Speak to you then!

Looking for a fun way to stay active, get outdoors, and meet new friends?  Whether 
you’re a seasoned player or have never held a boule in your life, you’ll find a warm, 
welcoming community waiting for you at Saxons Pétanque Club.

Pétanque is easy to pick up, wonderfully social, and open to all skill levels.  If you're 
completely new to the game, don't worry about kit or experience – we have four 
qualified coaches ready to show you the ropes and plenty of spare boules you can 
borrow for free.  Just drop in and give it a try!  If you enjoy yourself and want to stick 
around, full annual membership is just £25.

We will be holding our annual 3-ender competition on 27 September where you play 
several short matches of just 3 ends and there is money to be won!

We play year-round on the gravel pistes directly in front of Cricklade Leisure Centre at 
the following times:
• Tuesdays and Thursdays: 2.00pm

• Saturdays: 10.00am

• Wednesday evenings: will re-start in May

• Coaching sessions: most weeks on an ad 
hoc basis

Please arrive 10 minutes early so we can welcome you and get you ready to play.

To find out more, stop by for a friendly chat, check out our notice board inside Cricklade 
Leisure Centre, or visit saxonspetanque.co.uk. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Saxons Pétanque Club!

Come along on Wednesday afternoons at the Jenner Hall – anyone welcome. 
£2 entry.  Eyes down at 2pm.

Contacts:  Chris 07500 871 680  or Liz  07780 473 024 
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Cricklade

Put it in your diary and make sure you don’t miss it!
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The Chronicle Diary - October 2026
1 Th 10.20am Probus Club at the White Hart Hotel

end of day Chronicle Copy Deadline for November issue
2 F 7pm 7.30pm start: Historical Society Quiz Night at Town Hall – see page 31
3 Sa 5.30pm Angel Voices musical at United Church – page 27
5 M 10am to 12 noon: Computer Club at Leisure Centre
6 Tu 1.45pm to 2.45pm: Bounce & Rhyme, United Church, Calcutt Street
  7.30pm Camera Club at Town Hall Annexe
7 W 10.30am to 12.30pm: Memory Café at Town Hall Annexe
13 Tu 7pm speaker 7.30pm: Garden Club at Town Hall Annexe
14 W 7.15pm for 7.30pm start: Historical Society at Town Hall Annexe
15 Th 10.20am Probus Club at the White Hart Hotel
  7.30pm Cricklade W.I. at Town Hall Annexe
17 Sa 10am Dance Court work party, meet by Dance Court
  7.30pm AK Choir 30th Anniversary Concert, AK Village Hall – page 38
20 Tu 1.45pm to 2.45pm: Bounce & Rhyme, United Church, Calcutt Street
  7.30pm Art Group at Town Hall Annexe
  7.30pm Camera Club workshop in Town Hall Committee Room
21 W 10.30am to 12 noon: Parkinson’s Café at Cricklade Hotel & Spa
  7.30pm Talk on Women’s Health at Purton Surgery.  Free but ticketed.  Page 6
22 Th  Wiltshire schools mid-term break (others may differ)
24 Sa 7pm Mamma Mia Sing-Along at St Sampson’s School, Bath Road – page 26
25 Su 2am End of British Summer Time – clocks go back one hour
27 Tu 8pm Cricklade Cinema at Town Hall.  Tickets from Council office.
29 Th 10.20am Probus Club at the White Hart Hotel
30 F 10am to 11am: Nick Dye (Wilts Councillor) surgery at Cricklade Club
  7pm Friends of St Mary’s Quiz Night at Town Hall – page 23
31 Sa  Halloween

Every Week
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday:  10am-3.30pm:  Open Door at Jenner Hall
Wednesday (2-4pm), Saturday (10am-noon) Cricklade Museum open, Calcutt Street
M 7.45-9pm St Sampson’s Bellringers
Tu 6.30pm Cricklade Walking Group - from Cricklade Leisure Centre
W 1.45 for 2pm Bingo4U at Jenner Hall
Th 10 -11.30am Acorn Community Bank: in Tourist Information Office
 1.30-4.30pm The Paint Palette: Ladies’ Art Group at Town Hall Annexe
 7-8.30pm Senior men’s rugby training at Fairview Fields
 7-10pm The Cricklade Band rehearsal night, at Town Hall, visitors welcome
 7.30-9.30pm Sing Four Four choir rehearsal at United Church, Calcutt Street
F 9.30am Cricklade Walking Group - from Waylands/Saxons Rest
 10-11.30am Cricklade Foodbank at Jenner Hall
 10-11.30am Coffee Cafe at Cricklade United Church Hall
 7pm St Sampson’s church choir rehearsal

Moon Phases
October 2026 3rd     10th     18th     26th     
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It feels rather strange to be writing for Last Word for the last time as Vicar.  At the 
end of October, I retire from 34 years of ordained ministry, and leave here after five 
very happy years. 

The church scene has changed since I began – when I was first ordained women 
couldn’t be priests, and now we have a female Archbishop of Canterbury!  I have 
had the privilege of being the first woman to do a lot of things, but have also had 
to take the flak sometimes when people weren’t used to some of the changes in 
the church. 

As this chapter of my life draws to a close and I move on to pastures new, I wanted 
just to thank you all for your welcome and inclusion in your life.  I have loved living 
and being among you.  I think the communities I serve are remarkable in their 
kindness, community care for one another and outgoing spirit.  I have seen time 
and time again neighbours caring for neighbours, people concerned for others over 
and above what might be expected, and a sense of the community pulling 
together.  In a world where kindness is often just under the surface, I have seen it 
made real in the kindness expressed in many, many ways. 

So thank you for being my last post! I cherish memories of time among you.  And 
may God bless you now and into the future with his abundant love and light. 

My retirement/leaving service is in St Sampson’s Church, 18 October at 3.30pm.

Revd Canon Debbie Dewes, Vicar, Upper Thames Group

The Final Word …

The Chronicle is published by Churches Together in Cricklade and Latton.  It is prepared and 
distributed on a voluntary basis, and funded entirely by local advertisements.  Printed on 
sustainably sourced art paper by United Print, 16 Great Queen Street, London WC2B 5AH  
Contributions to The Chronicle are welcome for consideration on the understanding that the 
contributor’s name and address are known or supplied (but may be withheld from 
publication on request) and that all related copyright issues have been cleared for 
publication in this Magazine - especially with those recognisable in any photographs.  
Opinions expressed are solely those of the respective contributors.  Articles and 
advertisements are accepted in good faith and The Chronicle cannot be held responsible for 
their accuracy, nor can it guarantee that they will be published.  The Editor’s decision is final. 01793 751513

www.solohomeimprovements.co.uk

Solo Home Improvements
a local family run business

since 1988
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